
The Honorable Michael K Pourell 
Chairman 
Federal Commucabons Commission 
415 Twelfth Sneer. SW 
Washngton, DC 20554 

Federal Communications Cornmission (Commission) to complete expeditiously its 
rulemaking on r!ie newspaper;oroadcm cross-ounmhip rule. The explosion of media 
sources since 1975, when rhc d e  was fin: hpiemenred, should eliminate linsenng 
concern regarding a lack ofdiversity of views in thc rnarketplacc and the need for 
greater media competirion -- the principal jusri5canons for the newspaperlbroadcast cross 
ownenhp rule in the first place. Indeed. rbe  vast malonty of commencers m &IS 
proceeding advocare rcpcal of this anhquated and unnecessary rule, nonng in large pan 
thc dramatic changes in the media mukcrpixe.  

I am disappomrcd with the Commission's daislor. Io defer what should bc  an 
Immediate repeal of this ourdared rule. Hov:cver, i ~ L L  hcancncd that find rcsoiubon of 
all of he outstanding broadcast ownersbp issu-s - IT. :hc fom of a3 "o~ , I?~~us"  
proceeding -- is on the horizon. These ruies were dcveiopcd to address concerns o f a  by- 
gone era The enormously conpeunve and diverse envuoment  within whjch all mcdla 
outlets now exist - created by the goWb of cable. sateilite. and rhe lnlcrnet over the pasr 
TWO decades - dcmands a fundamental reexamination of t h e  continuing validity of thc 
assumptions unaeriying these rules. Timeiy resolurlon of thh-je onnzrshp issues is 
absolutely essential IO allevlalin_e reularory uncenmr; in ~e marketplace, and will 
ensue W the broadcast ownership mics more accuratei) reflect and rispond IO today's 
mcdia marketp!ace. As rhe Court h a s  d c t m i n e d .  if the Cornmisston IS 10 retain its 
media ownership d e s  in thelrpresen: form. 11 mu: firs[ juslrfi rhzir need. 
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I commend the Commission for announcing its plans to move forward on a 
consolidated broadcast omenhp rulemaking and seek your assurance that thc 
Commission will take final action on the broadcast own:rship rules no later than Spring 
of 2003. 

I appreciate your attcndon to this maner and look fomard to your response. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
Comminee on Energy and Commerce 


